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January 21, 2020 

 

The following Shellfish Management Plan for the Town of Groton, 

Connecticut, is hereby submitted pursuant to Chapter 492 Section 26-257a of 

the Connecticut General Statutes and the Town of Groton Ordinance No. 139  

(Adopted by the Town Council on (TBD), effective date (TBD))  
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SECTION  1 - PURPOSE 

 

A) Shellfish Commission Function and Responsibility  

 

The Groton Shellfish Commission (GSC) was established by the Groton Town 

Council on November 20, 1978, having all the rights, powers, duties, and obligations 

conferred and imposed by Chapter 492 of the General Statutes of the State of 

Connecticut.  A copy of Chapter 492, Sections 26-192 and 26-257a, as well as Groton 

Town Ordinance No. 139, may be found as Attachments VI and VII, respectively. 

 

The Commission consists of five regular members and three alternate members 

whose terms vary from three to five years. Regular meetings of the Commission are 

scheduled on the 2
nd

 Thursday of each month at 7pm in the Town of Groton Town 

Hall Annex. Additional meetings may be called, as deemed necessary, by a quorum 

of the Commissioners. All meetings shall be announced to the public beforehand per 

Town of Groton and State of Connecticut regulations. All meetings are open to the 

general public. For the transaction of any business, a quorum must exist. A quorum 

exists if a simple majority, three (3) or more of the five (5) Commissioners are 

present for the transaction of any business. At any particular meeting, the Alternate 

Commissioners may be appointed to fill in for absent Commissioners to produce a 

quorum. The Commission shall keep accurate minutes and records of its proceedings 

and official actions, showing the vote of each member on any question, or the absence 

or the failure of any such member to vote. The Commission has the authority to also 

convey the title ñEmeritusò to a retiring member who would also retain the title of 

oneôs former office or position, e.g., ñChairman Emeritusò. The designation Emeritus 

is a non-voting honorarium that permits the commission and the Emeritus member to 

continue to share the institutional knowledge acquired over an extended period of 

time.  

 

The Shellfish Commission of the Town of Groton shall have charge of all the 

recreational and commercial shellfisheries and shellfish grounds lying within Town of 

Groton waters, not granted to others and not under the jurisdiction of the Director of 

the Connecticut Department of Agriculture/Bureau of Aquaculture (DA/BA) and 

laboratories, including all rivers, inland waters, and flats adjacent to all beaches and 

waters within the limits and tidal marine bounds of the Town of Groton. The 

Commission may issue authorizations for the taking of shellfish including Eastern 

Oysters, Hard Shell Clams, Common Surf Clams, Soft Shell Clams, Atlantic Razor 

Clams, Blue Mussels and Eastern Bay Scallops there from and fix the fees thereof. 

For the purpose of this management plan, regulated shellfish in the town of Groton 

shall be defined as follows: Eastern Oyster (Crassostrea virginica), Common Surf 

Clam (Spisula solidissima), Hard Shell Clam (Mercinaria mercinaria), Atlantic Razor 

Clam (Ensis directus), Soft Shell Clam (Mya arenaria), Blue Mussel (Mytilus edulis), 

and the Bay Scallop (Argopecten irradians).   The Commission may designate the 

quantities of such shellfish to be taken, the sizes of such shellfish, and the methods of 

taking. The Commission may prohibit the taking of such shellfish from certain 

designated areas for periods not to exceed one year. All monies collected by the 

Commission under the provisions of this section shall be paid to the Commission and 

used by it for the protection and/or propagation of the shellfish under its control. The 



 

5 
 

Shellfish Commission works closely with the Connecticut Sea Grant Extension 

Program, the Connecticut Department of Agriculture/Bureau of Aquaculture and 

Laboratory (DA/BA), the Ledge Light Health District, Project Oceanography, and the 

University of Connecticut Avery Point Campus. 

 

B) History of Shellfisheries 

 

From the middle of the nineteenth century up until the early twentieth century, Groton 

was noted for its shellfish production. Some commercial oystering was carried on 

from the 1880's to the 1920's. By the late 1940's contamination forced the closing of a 

number of shellfish producing areas. By the early 1970s all but two estuaries were 

considered unsafe for shellfishing. The Town of Groton Shellfish Management Plan 

of 1979 provided a vehicle by which shellfish production in Town waters was revived 

for both commercial and recreational users, reaching a point in the 1980's when over 

$10,000 in recreational fees was generated in one year. Since the implementation in 

1989 of the National Shellfish Sanitation Program Model Ordinance, the entire 

Groton shellfish growing area waters are monitored on a regular basis per DA/BA 

guidelines in order to  assess water quality and potential sources of pollution. While a 

significant part of Groton waters are classified as ñconditionally-approvedò, several 

other areas have been classified as ñprohibitedò or closed due to proximity to 

pollution sources or inactivity. See Attachments I, II, and III for maps outlining 

recreational shellfishing and commercial lease locations, and the harvest area 

classifications of Groton shellfish grounds. Recreational shellfishing has continued to 

draw significant numbers of individuals to the designated public areas. The 

recreational program has experience consistent growth over the years. In 1994, 293 

shellfish permits were issued. This figure increased to over 1150 in 2017. An active 

restocking of Hard Shell Clams and Eastern Oysters was maintained from the 1990ôs 

through present day.  The Commission has also entertained and supported a number 

of commercial shellfish applications. In 2018, total Town of Groton waters leased for 

commercial aquaculture operations was 431.72 acres.   

 

 

SECTION  2 ï INTRODUCTION  

 

A)  Description of Shellfish Producing Areas 
 

The area under the jurisdiction of the Groton Shellfish Commission extends from the 

Thames River on the west bordering on the City of New London, north to the Ledyard 

line, and to the Mystic River on the east bordering on the Town of Stonington. The 

southern boundary is bounded by Connecticut state waters. See maps 1 ï 5 in Attachment 

I. 

 

 

1) PROHIBITED AREAS  

All waters located within the marina proper or mooring fields of marinas 

operated on a year-round shall be classified as Prohibited, including but not 

limited to the following classified areas:  
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1. Thames River/New London Harbor, New London, Groton: That area of the 

Thames River and its tributaries enclosed on the south by a line commencing at 

the Avery Point lighthouse at the southern extremity of Avery Point, Groton, 

southwesterly to the New London/Groton town shellfish line on a bearing towards 

the southeastern-most point of land at Ocean Beach, Waterford.  

2. New London Disposal Site, New London, Groton: That area of the New 

London Disposal site in New London Harbor in New London and Groton located 

2 miles south of Eastern Point in Groton.  

3. Baker Cove, Groton: That area of Baker Cove and its tributaries north of the 

Amtrak Railroad bridge, south to Sawyerôs Lobster pound thence east to the point 

of land at the airport, north.  

4. Mystic River/Murphy Point, Groton, Stonington: That area of the Mystic River 

and its tributaries in Groton and Stonington north of a line commencing from 

Spence Point, Groton to Pine Point, Stonington and west of a line commencing 

from the southernmost point of land on Murphy Point.  

5. Noank Shipyard, Groton: That area of the Lower Mystic Harbor including the 

marina proper of the Noank Shipyard and adjacent channel.  

 

2) PROHIBITED AREAS, GROTON - NO SHELLFISH RESOURCE  
The following areas have no shellfish resources and shall be classified as 

Prohibited:  

1. Poquonnock River, Groton: That area of the Poquonnock River enclosed on the 

south by the former New Haven Railroad causeway, inclusive of all waters north.  

2. Fort Hill Brook/Mumford Cove, Groton: That area of Fort Hill Brook and its 

tributaries north of the Amtrak Railroad bridge.  

3. Upper Mumford Cove, Groton: That area of Mumford Cove bounded on the 

south by a line commencing at the shellfish demarcation sign on the southwestern 

extremity of land located 2,400 feet south of the Amtrak Railroad bridge, thence 

west to the shellfish demarcation sign on the western shore of Mumford Cove and 

bounded on the north by the Amtrak Railroad bridge.  

4. Venetian Harbor, Groton: That area of Venetian Harbor and its tributaries 

northeast of a line commencing at the southwest extremity of the breakwater on 

the western shore of the mouth of Venetian Harbor at the flashing green 

navigational light 1", southeasterly 800 feet to the southernmost extremity of land.  

5. Eccleston Brook, Groton: Eccleston Brook and its tributaries north of Brook 

Street.  

6. Beebe Pond, Groton: Beebe Pond and its tributaries north of Rte. 215. 
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3) CONDITIONALLY RESTRICTED AREAS  

All waters located within the marina proper or mooring fields of marinas 

operated on a seasonal basis shall be classified as Conditionally Restricted. 

These conditional areas shall be Restricted and ñclosedò to DA/BA licensed 

relay/transplant operations for the harvesting of shellfish from April 1 -

October 31, when these marinas are open for the season, including but not 

limited to the following classified areas:  
1. Pine Island Anchorage Area, Groton: All tidal waters in Pine Island Bay 

enclosed by a line commencing from the southern extremity of land at Jupiter 

Point south to the northwestern extremity of Bushy Point, thence southwesterly to 

the eastern extremity of Pine Island, thence west along the northern shoreline of 

Pine Island to its western extremity, thence north to the abandoned lighthouse on 

Avery Point, exclusive of the marina proper Prohibited area of Spicerôs Marina 

and the UConn/ Project Oceanology docks.  

2. Area F/West Cove, Groton: All tidal waters and tributaries in West Cove north 

of a line commencing from the southern extremity of the point of land at Esker 

Point southeasterly to the southern extremity of Mouse Island, thence northeast to 

the private wooden dock on the southwestern extremity of land at Morgan Point, 

exclusive of the marina proper Prohibited area of Spicerôs Marina.  

3. Beebe Cove, Groton: That area of Beebe Cove in Groton located south of a line 

commencing from the point of land at the end of Brook Street to the Amtrak 

Railroad Bridge channel.  

 

     4)    RESTRICTED AREAS  

1. Groton Restricted, Groton: That area of the Groton waters commencing at the 

southern extremity of land at the Avery Point Light, Groton, thence southeast to 

the western extremity of Pine Island, Groton, continuing along the south shore of 

Pine Island, thence east to the western extremity of land at Bushy Point Beach, 

thence south to buoy RN ñ28" at Vixen Ledge, thence south toward the 

navigational lighthouse at Race Rock off Fisherôs Island, New York to the New 

York-Connecticut mid-Long Island Sound state boundary line, thence 

southwesterly along that New York-Connecticut state boundary line to the New 

London-Groton town boundary line, thence north along that New London-Groton 

town shellfish jurisdiction line to the Prohibited line just North of the G3 buoy, 

thence northeast to Avery Point, Groton, exclusive of Prohibited and 

Conditionally Restricted areas.  

2. Baker Cove Restricted, Groton: That area of Baker Cover enclosed on the west 

by a line drawn from Jupiter Point south to the closest point of the island located 

between Pine Island and Bushy Point beach, exclusive of Prohibited waters.  

3. Palmer Cove, Groton: The tidal waters and flats of Palmer Cove enclosed on 

the south by the Groton Long Point Road bridge and on the north by the Brook 

Street road bridge, exclusive of Conditionally Restricted areas.  

4. Beebe Cove, Groton: The tidal waters and flats of Beebe Cove north of the 

Amtrak Railroad bridge, exclusive of Conditionally Restricted area.  

5. Mystic Harbor Restricted Area, Groton/Stonington: That area of Mystic Harbor 

north of a line commencing from the easternmost point of land on Six Penny 

Island, Groton, east to Clam Point in Stonington, exclusive of Prohibited and 

Conditionally Restricted areas. 
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5)   CONDITIONALLY APPROVED AREAS:  THE FOLLOWING AREAS 

WILL BE   CONDITIONALLY OPENED OR CLOSED FOR THE TAKING OF 

SHELLFISH  CONTINGENT UPON THE OCCURRENCE OF SPECIFIED 

EVENTS:  
AREA P (Poquonnock River), Groton: That area of the Poquonnock River and its 

tributaries enclosed on the south by a line commencing from the northwestern 

extremity of land at Bushy Point Beach north to the southern extremity of land at 

the Groton-New London Airport at the mouth of the Poquonnock River and 

enclosed on the north by the former New Haven Railroad causeway between the 

Groton-New London Airport and Bluff Point State Park.  

AREA A (Vixen Ledge/Horseshoe Reef), Groton: That area of Groton waters 

between Vixen Ledge and Groton Long Point enclosed by a line commencing 

from the Area A-Area C shellfish demarcation sign located at the southern 

extremity of land in Mumford Cove that is located 2,000 feet northeast of 

Mumford Point, southeasterly to the flashing green navigational light ñ1" at the 

mouth of Venetian Harbor, thence continuing southeasterly 800 feet to the 

shellfish demarcation sign at the southern extremity of land near the mouth of 

Venetian Harbor, thence southeast to navigational buoy RN ñ24", thence 

continuing south-southeast toward navigational buoy N ñ2" off Flat Hammock 

Island in New York to the intersection of the New York-Connecticut mid-sound 

State boundary line, thence southwesterly along that New York-Connecticut State 

boundary line to its intersection with a line running in a north-south direction 

between the navigational buoy R ñ28" at Vixen Ledge and the navigational 

lighthouse at Race Rock located off Fisherôs Island in New York, thence north 

along that intersecting line to navigational buoy R ñ28" at Vixen Ledge, thence 

north to the western extremity of land at Bushy Point Beach in Groton.  

AREA D (Groton Long Point-West), Groton: That area of Groton off the western 

shore of Groton Long Point enclosed by a line commencing at the southern 

extremity of Groton Long Point, south to navigational buoy RG ñIRò at Intrepid 

Rock, thence continuing south to the New York-Connecticut mid-Long Island 

Sound State boundary line, thence southwesterly along that New York-

Connecticut mid-Long Island Sound State boundary line to its intersection with a 

line running in a southeasterly-northwesterly direction between navigational buoy 

N ñ2" off Flat Hammock Island, New York and navigational buoy RN ñ24" off 

Groton Long Point in Connecticut, thence northwesterly along that intersecting 

line to buoy RN ñ24", thence northwesterly to the shellfish demarcation sign 

located at the southern extremity of land 800 feet east of the flashing green 

navigational light ñ1" at the mouth of Venetian Harbor.  

AREA E (Outer Palmer Cove) Groton: All tidal waters of Outer Palmer Cove 

enclosed by a line commencing from the southern extremity of Groton Long 

Point, northeast to the southern extremity of Mouse Island, thence northwest to 

the southern extremity of Esker Point, thence north along the western shore of 

Esker Point to the Groton Long Point Road bridge, thence west along the south 

side of the Groton Long Point Road bridge to the western shore of Palmer Cove.  
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       6)  CONDITIONALLY APPROVED SEASONAL AREAS:  

AREA C (Mumford Cove), Groton: That area of Mumford Cove enclosed by a 

line commencing at the Area ñAò - Area ñCò shellfish demarcation sign located at 

the southern extremity of land in Mumford Cove that is located 2,000 feet 

northeast of Mumford Point, east to the flashing green navigational light ñ1" at 

the mouth of Venetian Harbor, thence northeasterly to the southern extremity of 

land at the Mumford Cove Association, located at the intersection of Neptune 

Drive and Anchorage Circle, thence northerly along the eastern shore of Mumford 

Cove to the shellfish demarcation sign located at the southwestern extremity of 

land that is located 2,400 feet south of the Amtrak (P & W) Railroad bridge, 

thence west to the shellfish demarcation sign located on the western shore of 

Mumford Cove. This area is closed seasonally from May 1-October 31.  

Lower Mystic Harbor, Groton/Stonington: The Lower Mystic Harbor 

Conditionally Approved Seasonal Area is bounded on the north by a line 

commencing at the easternmost point of land on Six Penny Island, Groton, thence 

easterly to Clam Point, Stonington, thence along the western shore of Mason 

Island, Stonington to the point of land due southeast of Seal Rocks, thence 

southwest to Morgan Point, Groton, thence northerly along the Noank, Groton 

shoreline of Mystic Harbor, thence northeasterly to the easternmost point of land 

on Six Penny Island, Groton, and exclusive of the Noank Shipyard Marina 

Prohibited area.  

 

      7)  APPROVED AREAS: That area of Groton waters, exclusive of Prohibited,   

Conditionally Restricted, Restricted, Conditionally Approved and Conditionally 

Approved Seasonal shellfishing areas. 

 

SECTION  3 ï SHELLFISH OPERATIONS  

 

A)  Recreational Shellfishing Harvesting Regulations 
The Groton Shellfish Commission (GSC) has jurisdiction to develop and promote both 

recreational shellfishing and commercial shellfish operations.. This includes the taking of 

Hard Shell Clams, Common Surf Clams, Atlantic Razor Clams, Soft Shell Clams, Blue 

Mussels, Eastern Bay Scallops and Eastern Oysters. Recreational shellfishing and 

oystering is permitted in approved and conditionally approved (open) areas with some 

seasonal restrictions. Scallop harvesting, however, is permitted only during special 

seasons in only waters designated by the GSC. 

 

Fees and quotas will be set by the Commission and are posted where permits are sold. 

See Attachments IV and V that represents a handout describing regulations and fees for 

recreational shellfishing. The hand-outs are available at all places where permits are sold. 

 

1.  Harvesting regulations ï Hard Shell Clams, Common Surf Clams, and 

Soft Shell Clams: Size shall be at least two inches at the longest length. No 

rakes, tongs, or other devices with spaces or openings between the teeth or 

prongs of less than one inch shall be used for the taking of any species of 

clams in any waters under the Town of Groton's jurisdiction. No shovels or 

spades shall be used for digging any species of clams.  No person shall use 
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any rake, dredge, drag or other device which may be drawn along the surface 

of the bottom, except a device such as a scoop which is attached to pole. 

Dragging or dredges are not permitted. No skin diving or scuba diving is 

permitted in any river or estuary for harvesting clams without prior written 

permission of the Commission. No harvesting of any species of clams shall be 

allowed between sunset and sunrise. Any undersized specimens shall, with or 

without damage, immediately be returned to water with a depth of at least 18 

inches at low tide.  

2. Harvesting Regulations ï Easter Razor Clams: Size shall be at least four (4) 

inches at the longest length. No rakes, tongs, or other devices with spaces or 

openings between the teeth or prongs of less than one inch shall be used for 

the taking of any species of clams in any waters under the Town of Groton's 

jurisdiction. No shovels or spades shall be used for digging any species of 

clams.  No person shall use any rake, dredge, drag or other device which may 

be drawn along the surface of the bottom, except a device such as a scoop 

which is attached to pole. Dragging or dredges are not permitted. No skin 

diving or scuba diving is permitted in any river or estuary for harvesting clams 

without prior written permission of the Commission. No harvesting of any 

species of clams shall be allowed between sunset and sunrise. Any undersized 

specimens shall, with or without damage, immediately be returned to water 

with a depth of at least 18 inches at low tide.  

3. Harvesting regulations ï Eastern Bay Scallops: The scallop season is 

established by the Shellfish Commission and depends on the availability and 

abundance of scallops as determined by a survey conducted by the GSC. 

Scallops shall be of sufficient size so as not to pass through a two-inch ring 

measure and must be an adult with a clearly defined growth ring. Scalloping 

must be done wading from shore or from a boat using a sighting device or 

using a dip net with an opening not to exceed eight inches in diameter.  No 

dredging, skin diving or scuba diving is permitted in a taking of scallops.  

 

4. Harvesting regulations - Eastern Oysters:  The Eastern Oyster season is open 

annually from September 1
st
 through April 30th. Thirty (30) oysters per day 

may be taken from approved waters. Legal oysters measure 3 inches minimum 

length.  No harvesting of Eastern Oysters is allowed between sunset and 

sunrise. Any undersized specimens shall, with or without damage, 

immediately be returned to water with a depth of at least 18 inches at low tide. 

 

5. Harvesting Regulations - Blue Mussels: Size shall be at least two inches at the 

longest length. No harvesting of Blue Mussels shall be allowed between 

sunset and sunrise. Any undersized specimens shall, with or without damage, 

immediately be returned to water with a depth of at least 18 inches at low tide. 

 

6.  Transplanting for restocking purposes - The GSC sponsors an active  
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restocking program in order to maintain an adequate population of shellfish 

for recreational needs. Funds received from recreational shellfishing permit 

fees and commercial leases are used to obtain Hard Shell Clams and Eastern 

Oysters, as needed and available, which are transplanted to recreational beds. 

Hard Shell Clams and Oysters obtained by the GSC are augmented by a 

negotiated percentage of Hard Shell Clams or Eastern Oysters taken in 

commercial operations authorized by the GSC.. Since 1994, an estimated 

30,000 pounds of hard shell clams or oysters have been stocked in areas 

available to recreational use.  

 

B)  Commercial Shellfishing Operations 

 

The Commission  recognizes the value of commercial shellfish operation in Town 

of Groton waters and actively works to promote and enhance those commercial 

shellfish operations. Applicants are urged to meet with the GSC at regular GSC 

meetings conducted on the second Thursday of the month at 7pm in the Town of 

Groton Town Hall annex. Before submitting a request to the GSC for aquaculture 

authorization, the applicants should initially thoroughly review the guidance 

provided in APPENDIX  XVI  - GROTON SHELLFISH COMMISSION: 

COMMERCIAL AQUACULTURE AUTHORIZ ATION APPLICATION &  

REGULATORY PROCESS INFORMATION.  

 

Commercial Shellfish Operations are three basic types: 

aquaculture in open waters, transplanting, and harvesting from 

open or closed waters. 
  

1.  AQUACULTURE : Aquaculture refers to the authorization of any area for the 

propagation of shellfish. This includes seeding, cultivation, and eventually 

harvesting of the shellfish, usually involving a significant investment in labor and 

materials. Authorizations are usually granted for a year with options extending up 

to five years. Aquaculture operations should not interfere with existing patterns of 

recreational shellfishing except in cases and areas where commercial operations 

are grandfathered. This generally restricts the applicant to grounds inaccessible to 

recreational shellfishing, e.g. in waters greater than 10ô at MLT (Mean Low Tide), 

or areas not open to recreational shellfishing. A public hearing is required before 

an authorization agreement can be finalized. In order to facilitate the above 

restrictions, geographical zones have been set out by the Commission for 

aquaculture, see Appendix III.  An application for aquaculture is included as 

Attachment XVI .  

 

2.  TRANSPLANTING : Transplanting refers to the placing of shellfish in clean 

ñopenò waters for a specific time period to effectively purge out contaminants or 

to establish new shellfish growing areas. The transplanting procedure is controlled 

by the Connecticut Department of Agriculture/Bureau of Aquaculture which 

specifies conditions and quality control procedures required. Transplanting areas 

are in certified areas. Having obtained a GSC authorization and DA/BA transplant 

permit, the applicant may remove shellfish from the bottom of a closed area, 
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either his/her own authorized area or a granted ground in closed areas. These 

shellfish are then moved to clean or open grounds (as certified by DA/BA) for the 

periods regulated by DA/BA. These clean areas are known as "depuration 

grounds" and are authorized by the Commission in open water. The Commission 

may at any time request to board the vessels of authorization holders and/or 

examine relevant records. An application for a transplanting authorization is 

included as Attachment XVI. 

 

3.  HARVESTING IN CLOSED AND OPENED WATERS : Commercial 

harvesting of shellfish in areas not open for recreational use is often possible. 

These waters are not readily available to recreational use, e.g., away from shore 

and in greater than 10ft. of water at MLT (Mean Low Tide).  

 

a) Harvesting From "Closed" Waters 
Under authorization with the GSC, it may be possible to harvest shellfish 

from "closed" waters. Shellfish taken must subsequently be depurated in 

Groton certified "cleanò waters. The depuration procedure is controlled by 

the CT DA/BA. The applicant is charged a negotiated percent of the 

shellfish harvested and/or a fee per bushel harvested. The negotiated 

percent of the shellfish (after depuration) is then returned to open waters 

readily accessible to recreational shellfishing.  An application for 

authorization to harvest from ñclosedò waters is included as Attachment 

XVI.  

 

b) Harvesting From Certified ñOpenò Waters 
The amount of certified waters, not readily accessible to recreational 

shellfishing is limited in Groton. These waters are primarily reserved to 

furnish an ongoing supply of shellfish for recreational use. Under 

controlled conditions, the GSC may allow harvesting of shellfish from 

certified ñopenò waters by commercial interests. Fee for the operation will 

be a percent of the shellfish harvested and/or a fee per bushel harvested. 

Such an authorization would restrict the number of bushels taken as a 

function of the total amount available in the permit area as well as the time 

of harvesting. The overall objective is to not completely deplete shellfish 

from the area but to maintain a "controlled" harvest. The GSC realizes that 

mechanically working the shellfish beds and thinning out some of the 

stock is conducive to healthy growth of shellfish. In this way both the 

interests of the recreational shell-fisher and commercial operator are 

served. An application for authorization to harvest from ñclosedò waters is 

included as Attachment XVI.  

 

 

In addition to the above licensing options, the Commission may set aside areas to 

use in its own aquaculture programs. The period of such closure is up to one year 

(reference State of Connecticut Shellfish Laws, Section 26-257b). These waters 

may be within any of the waters controlled by the Town and such restriction 

requires only the vote of   the Commission at one of its public meetings. 
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Section 4 ï Resource Assessment 

 

A)  Shellfish Surveys 

 

With the aid of the Connecticut Sea Grant Extension Program, the Connecticut 

Department of Agriculture/Bureau of Aquaculture and Laboratory (DA/BA), the 

Ledge Light Health District, Project Oceanography, and the University of 

Connecticut Avery Point Campus. 

periodic research, water quality monitoring,  and surveying is ongoing in the 

following areas:  

Thames River 

Bakers Cove 

Poquonnock River 

Mumford Cove 

Palmerôs Cove 

Beebe Cove 

Sixpenny Island, Mystic River 

Spence Point, Mystic River 

Clam Point, Mystic River 

Upper Mystic River 

 

Commercial harvesters and warden monthly reports also provide information.  

 

B) Technical information is available from Sea Grant Extension Program and DA/BA 

 

 

Section 5 - Enforcement 

 

State Statutes 26-192a-i (Attachment VI) call for the unauthorized taking of 

shellfish in closed or contaminated areas to be enforced by the local Director of 

Health with assistance of local police departments and state wildlife officers. To 

assist in preventing the taking of shellfish in closed areas and in the enforcement 

of the GSC rules and regulations, the GSC maintains from 2 to 3 Shellfish 

Wardens. 

 

A)  Shellfish Wardens (Constables for shellfish protection) 

 

Shellfish Wardens upon recommendation of the GSC are appointed by the Groton 

Town Manager, with the consent of the Groton Chief of Police. Wardens are 

obligated to wear a uniform on duty and receive remuneration for their services as 

determined by the GSC. In the discharge of their duties, Shellfish Wardens may 

require additional assistance. The procedure calls for contacting the Groton Town 

Police Department and/or the Old Lyme DEEP Office requesting town police or 

wildlife officer assistance as dictated by the situation encountered by the Shellfish 

Wardens. 
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B) Town Directors of Health/Sanitation 
 

In an effort to safeguard the health of the public, the Commission maintains close 

contact with the Ledge Light Health District and assists in the monitoring of water 

quality and   investigations of possible site-specific pollution sources. 

 

C) Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection (CT 

DEEP) 

 

For more effective enforcement, the Commission also works closely with the CT 

DEEP.  Occasionally a CT DEEP Officer may accompany a Shellfish Warden on 

his regular patrol and as stated previously would assist a Shellfish Warden in 

addressing shellfish violations. 

 

Section 6 - Aquacultur e Development 

 

A) Aquaculture Projects and Experiments 

 

In addition to the aforementioned surveys, the Commission has undertaken a 

number of other projects designed to increase the availability of healthy, mature 

shellfish to the general public, e.g. seeding oysters, surveys of viable lease areas, 

and coordination with local sewage treatment plants concerning water quality. 

 

B)  Transplanting Areas 

 

The Commission may set aside areas under its jurisdiction for natural purification 

of clams for eventual recreational harvest. 

 

Section 7 - Educational Programs 

 

A) Commission Internships 

 

The Commission welcomes the interest generated among elementary school, high 

school, tribal youth groups, and college students by such programs as Project 

Oceanology and invites interested students to take part in the various aquaculture 

projects when possible and with the authorization of the Commission. 

 

B) Special Interest Lectures, Field Trips, and Seminars  
 

Members of the Commission recognize and appreciate the indispensable expertise 

of Sea Grant Extension program, DA/BA, and Project Oceanology. Each of them 

has been of immeasurable use providing essential information, working with the 

Commission members in the field, volunteering time, and offering helpful expert 

advice on various technical matters. 

 

The Commission encourages attendance at seminars sponsored at the University 

of Connecticut, Avery Point and has participated in yearly Aquaculture Seminars 

sponsored by the National Marine Fisheries Service, DA/BA Milford Laboratory 
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as well as similar seminars sponsored by the Northeast Shellfish Sanitation 

Association. The Commission encourages cooperation among local shellfish 

Commissions and attends the annual Statewide Shellfish Workshop hosted by 

Connecticut Sea Grant Extension Service. 

 

Close cooperation with the Connecticut Department of Agriculture/Bureau of  

            Aquaculture and its laboratories is maintained and encouraged. 
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ATTACHMENT  1 ï MAPS OF THE TOWN OF GROTON SHELLFISH AREAS
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